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Executive Summary

The Central District is launching an innovative initiative aimed at breaking through the most challenging
genealogical “brick walls”—especially those surrounding the verification of patriotic service during the
American Revolution. By integrating targeted Al-driven prompts and solutions, SAR members and
genealogists are empowered with advanced tools that streamline research, enhance accuracy, and
accelerate the process of finding and validating evidence of eligible ancestors’ service.

¢ Uncovering Hidden Proof: Al tools can rapidly sift through vast historical archives, including
underutilized and obscure sources, revealing the crucial documentation needed to confirm
patriotic contributions that might otherwise remain lost or unrecognized.

e Boosting Research Confidence: Intelligent prompts help clarify ambiguous records, cross-
check generational links, and ensure that lineage connections meet the strict standards
required for SAR applications.

¢ Innovative Support System: A series of forthcoming, custom-designed Al Prompt topics will
be made available to SAR members, offering step-by-step guidance and expert strategies
tailored specifically to overcoming the unique research barriers within Revolutionary War
service verification.

¢ Strengthening Organizational Legacy: By embracing cutting-edge Al technology, SAR not only
maximizes the chances of member success but also upholds the highest levels of integrity,
accuracy, and documentation within the application process.

Through this initiative, the Central District is paving the way for a future where advanced technology
and historical research work hand-in-hand, helping more members honor their heritage by
successfully proving and celebrating their ancestors’ patriotic service.
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Prompt 1: Revolutionary War Service Pattern Analysis

Al Prompt:

"Act as a professional genealogist with 25+ years of experience specializing in Revolutionary War
records and SAR applications. | need you to analyze my ancestor [ANCESTOR NAME] who lived in
[LOCATION] between 1775-1783 and was born approximately [BIRTH YEAR]. Based on the following
information I've gathered: [INSERT ALL KNOWN FACTS], please:

Identify the most likely types of Revolutionary War service this person could have performed given their
age, location, and circumstances

Suggest the top 5 specific record repositories and record types | should search, prioritizing by
likelihood of success

Analyze any historical context or events in their area during 1775-1783 that might have involved
civilians in patriotic service

Recommend search variations for their name, considering common misspellings and nickname
patterns of the era

Identify any red flags or inconsistencies in my current evidence that need resolution

Format your response as a detailed research plan with specific next steps and sources to investigate."

Prompt 2: FAN Club Revolutionary War Research Strategy

Al Prompt:

"You are an expert genealogist trained in the FAN (Family, Associates, Neighbors) principle for breaking
through brick walls. I'm researching [ANCESTOR NAME] for a Sons of the American Revolution
application and have hit a brick wall proving their Revolutionary War service. Here's what | know about
them: [INSERT KNOWN INFORMATION].

Please help me develop a comprehensive FAN research strategy by:

Identifying who would have been in my ancestor's social network during 1775-1783 (neighbors,
associates, fellow church members, business contacts, militia companions)

Suggesting specific types of records where these FAN connections might appear together (witness
signatures, court records, church records, tax lists, militia rolls)

Recommending how to use Compiled Military Service Records (CMSR) and pension files of potential
associates to find clues about my ancestor

Proposing a systematic approach to research each FAN member, including which ones to prioritize
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Explaining how Revolutionary War pension application files of neighbors/associates might contain
depositions or testimony mentioning my ancestor

Create a step-by-step action plan with specific record types and research strategies for each category
of FAN member."

Prompt 3: Revolutionary War Record Gap Analysis

Al Prompt:

"Assume the role of a certified genealogist who specializes in Revolutionary War documentation
challenges and SAR application requirements. My ancestor [ANCESTOR NAME] lived in [LOCATION]
during the Revolutionary War period, but | cannot find direct military service records. The information |
have is: [INSERT ALL EVIDENCE].

Please conduct a comprehensive analysis to:

Explain why standard Revolutionary War records might be missing for someone in this location and
time period (including the 1800 and 1814 War Department fires)

Identify alternative record types that might document patriotic service beyond military records (supply
contributions, committee service, civil positions, oaths of allegiance)

Suggest state-level archives and repositories that might hold records not available at the National
Archives

Recommend specific alternative evidence sources that SAR accepts for proving Revolutionary War
service

Analyze whether this person's circumstances fit any of the accepted SAR service categories (supply
provider, civil service, committee member, etc.)

Provide a timeline of SAR-accepted service periods and activities to guide my search

Structure your response as a comprehensive research audit with prioritized alternative research
paths."

Prompt 4: Revolutionary War DNA and Cluster Research Integration

Al Prompt:

"You are a genealogist experienced in both traditional Revolutionary War research and genetic
genealogy applications. I'm trying to prove Revolutionary War service for [ANCESTOR NAME] for an SAR
application, and | have DNA matches that might be relevant. My known information: [INSERT DETAILS].
My closest DNA matches include: [LIST RELEVANT MATCHES].

Help me develop an integrated research strategy that combines:
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How to use DNA matches to identify other descendants of Revolutionary War veterans who might
share this ancestor

Strategies for contacting DNA matches to gather additional documentation or family records

Methods to use DNA clustering to identify the correct family group and eliminate similar-named
individuals

Ways to leverage existing SAR and DAR applications from DNA cousins to build evidence
Techniques for using collaborative family trees to find previously unknown records or sources

How to apply the cluster research method to DNA matches' documented ancestors to find evidence of
my ancestor's service

Provide a systematic approach that combines genetic evidence with traditional Revolutionary War
documentation, including specific steps for DNA match outreach and collaborative research
protocols."

Prompt 5: SAR Application Evidence Synthesis and Alternative Proof

Al Prompt:

"Act as a professional genealogist who regularly prepares Sons of the American Revolution
applications and understands current SAR genealogy committee standards. | have gathered various
pieces of evidence about [ANCESTOR NAME] but cannot find a direct Revolutionary War service
record. My evidence includes: [LIST ALL EVIDENCE AND SOURCES].

Based on SAR requirements and acceptance standards, please:

Evaluate whether my current evidence meets SAR standards for proving Revolutionary War service, or
identify what's missing

Suggest how to construct a 'proof argument' using circumstantial evidence when direct records don't
exist

Recommend how to document and present alternative forms of patriotic service that SAR accepts
Identify any weaknesses in my current evidence that could cause an application rejection

Suggest additional research strategies specific to SAR requirements, including acceptable substitute
documentation

Explain how to properly cite and present evidence that meets the SAR Genealogy Committee's current
standards

Recommend whether this case is strong enough to proceed with an application or needs additional
research
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Format your response as both a gap analysis of current evidence and a specific action plan for meeting
SAR documentation requirements, including citation examples for unconventional evidence sources."

Key Implementation Tips:

For Maximum Effectiveness:
e Replace bracketed placeholders with specific details about your ancestor
e Run these prompts through advanced Al platforms like Claude 3.5 Sonnet, ChatGPT-4, or
Perplexity Pro
e Use follow-up prompts to dive deeper into specific recommendations
o Cross-reference Al suggestions with actual historical records and SAR guidelines

Essential Context to Include:
e All known names, dates, and locations
e Family members and their information
e Any existing military or civil records found
e Historical events in their area during 1775-1783
e Current DNA matches and their documented ancestors
e Previousresearch attempts and dead ends encountered
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